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June 2022  
Men’s Ministries Newsletter  

 

Greetings Florida Men, 

I hope that you are experiencing good health and are blessed by the Lord. 
Recently my family and I came down with COVID. Last week we were in 

quarantine but thank God we are all doing better now. God is good and 

merciful. We know many prayed for us and God heard their prayers. 

 
Once again, I want to remind you of some important events that are 
coming in the next weeks and months. First, coming up in approximately 
two weeks, on Monday, June 27, at 7:00 p.m. we will have another ZOOM 
Men's Ministries directors meeting. Our last directors meeting was 
somewhat low in attendance. I believe the meetings can be of benefit to 
you and your churches. So, this time I am asking that you register by 
emailing me at dwschiff@msn.com. Please email me by Friday June 24, if 
you will be coming on. We need at least 10 people to register. If we do 
not reach this number, we will cancel the meeting. As before, we will 
discuss planning a men's ministry's calendar year in the local church and 
will include planning monthly meetings, men's training events, special 
church events and projects, small groups, recreational and social 
activities, and conference wide events. We will look at special topics that 
can be included at the men's meetings and offer suggestions for guest 
speakers and presenters. We also have time for sharing and questions 
and answers. Also, if you have topics you would like to discuss, please let 
me know and we will include them in our future ZOOM meetings. You will 
find the link HERE. 
 
As mentioned last month, we are looking forward to our South Florida 
Men's Ministries Rally at the Maranatha church in Miami Gardens. It will 
be held July 22-23, Friday night and Sabbath. Please note the change in 
date. The featured speakers will be Florida Men's Ministries Director, Dr. 
Dan Schiffbauer and another pastor to be announced. The theme will be 
"Like Father, Like Son." The weekend activities begin Friday evening at 
7:00 p.m. and continue all day Sabbath beginning at 9:30 am. A catered 
lunch will be served after the worship service on Sabbath, and we will 
have a seminar in the afternoon at 3:00 p.m. on tips for a successful 
men's ministries program in your church as well as an overview of the 
NAD Ministries Certification training book. We will have another 
preaching service Sabbath evening at 5:30 pm. Watch for brochures with 
further information to be sent out later this month to South Florida area 
churches. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89598075844?pwd=WC9PcGxNRDkvTGFQajNjOXZBd1A1dz09
https://www.floridaconferencemen.org/
mailto:dwschiff@msn.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89598075844?pwd=WC9PcGxNRDkvTGFQajNjOXZBd1A1dz09
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We also want to remind you of our Hispanic men's convention which will 
be held Friday-Sunday, October 28-30, at Camp Kulaqua. The theme this 
year is "Invicto," (undefeated). So far, we Roger Hernandez of the 
Southern Union ministerial department, Yeury Ferreira, Spanish Ministries 
Director for the Greater New York Conference, and Abdiel Del Toro, Vice 
President for Spanish Ministries for the Florida Conference, confirmed as 
speakers. We will have upbeat music, many seminars and training events 
of interest, a youth track, communion, an anointing service, a baptism, 
and recreational events including a rodeo Saturday night. Plan now to 
come. Once again, we are working on special discounts and incentives to 
help with your expenses. . This year we will be offering a youth and young 
adult scholarship to young men aged 14 -30. This scholarship will be a $50 
credit for the registration fee to the first 28 churches to apply. It is one 
scholarship per church.  We will also offer an additional subsidy from the 
Spanish Ministries Department to several the churches which are first to 
register. All the details for this have not yet been worked out, but we will 
share them with you as soon as they are available.  In addition, all pastors 
who bring at least one participant can come free. Registration for this 
event begins on July 5. You can register online at campkulaqua.com or 
kulaqua.com. If you want to take advantage of the pastor incentive, you 
can call Stacy Stride at 386-454-1351. Give her your name, the church you 
pastor and how many participants are coming from your church.  Watch 
for brochures and more information to come. 
 
We also want to remind you that in November we will be having our third 
Certification Caribbean Cruise. This weeklong cruise will take place 
November 13-20 and will visit the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and St. Marten. 
During the cruise we will feature daily certification classes based on the 
NAD Men's Ministries Training book. We will also have a special women's 
track of wives featuring well known speaker and author Kim Nowland.  
There will be Friday night vespers and Sabbath Worship. We are working 
on having special daily prayer services hosted by the Hope Channel. There 
will be plenty of recreational opportunities during the cruise on board the 
ship and at the ports of call. We will have first class accommodations on 
one of the largest Royal Caribbean cruise ships available. It will be a once 
in a lifetime experience. Bring the whole family and relax and learn with 
us. Don't delay in making your reservation. Space is limited and prices are 
subject to change. All reservations need to be made by July 14. Most 
churches should have received brochures with further detail as to pricing 
and deadlines. If you haven't seen them, contact you pastor or send me a 
text or an email. For further information CLICK HERE. 
 
We continue our plans for our special 30th anniversary Florida 
Conference Men's Ministries gala celebration. The theme for the 
convention will be "Marching Forward." We already have some 
outstanding speakers lined up including Hope Channel Director Derrick 
Morris and Florida Conference President Allan Machado. Other speakers 
will be announced soon. Watch for our coming newsletters. We also plan 

Mark Your Calendars 

 Schedule    

 of Events 
___________________ 

 

 July 22-23: South  

 Florida Men’s Rally 

 @ Maranatha   

 Church in Miami    

 Gardens. 

 

 October 28-30:  

 Hispanic Men’s 

 Convention @ Camp 

 Kulaqua. 

 

 November 13-20:  

 Men’s Ministries 

 Certification Cruise. 

 

 March 10-12, 2023:  

 Men’s Ministries   

 30th Anniversary 

 celebration @ Camp 

 Kulaqua. 

https://www.campkulaqua.com/
https://www.kulaqua.com/
https://www.floridaconferencemen.org/cruise
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to have a communion and anointing service with a special banquet dinner 
Saturday night. Other special events are being planned for Saturday night 
including a possible rodeo, hayrides, and campfire programs. We will also 
have a talent show Saturday night where you can share your special 
abilities and talents, and possibly a comedy show. We are looking into 
having a special men's health screening program Sabbath afternoon. In 
addition, we are planning a special baptism is also at the spring. Plan now 
to encourage men in your churches to consider taking this important step 
during our convention. Every registrant will receive an anniversary 
baseball cap and anniversary polo shirts will be available for a small price 
as well as a tote bag, men's ministry pen, and other special items.  The 
date will be Friday-Sunday, March 10-12, 2023. Registration opens on 
November 1, 2022. Youth and young adult scholarships of $50 are also 
available for the first 28 churches that apply for this event as well, one 
scholarship per church.  Contact Stacy Stride as mentioned above to 
apply. Mark your calendars and plan to be with us. You won't want to 
miss out on this unique experience. 
 
Finally, we want update you on some changes on our men's ministries 
council. Several of our council members have had to resign or be removed 
due to health problems or lack of participation. Sidney Champagne and 
James Sirmans are no longer able to serve because of health issues and 
Alexander Vaz and Charles Lee have not attended our council meetings in 
over a year though they have been contacted many times. These 
members will be replaced as follows: Pastor Rolf R Jean Luis will replace 
Sidney Champagne as a representative of the Haitian community; Jose 
Rafael Escobar was selected as assistant director in charge of the Hispanic 
Community. There is another pastor under consideration as a 
representative of the Central Florida Region to replace Charles Lee and 
we are looking for another African American in the northern area to 
replace James Sirmans. We regret to see council members leave--
especially Sidney and James--but we welcome the new council members, 
and we feel they will be a great addition to the work of the Men's Council. 

Zoom Link 
For Leadership Meeting, June 27 @ 7:00pm.  It will also work for 

the other leadership/fellowship meetings as well: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89598075844?pwd=WC9PcGxNRDkvTGFQajNjOXZBd1A1dz09 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
2021 Spanish Men's Convention:  
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHan_7IXGbyxq2xM2wWMlJkF 
 
2022 English Men's Convention:  
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHaQxkCe7z6j8x0195Y8O8wn 
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/mH21C5y4vLu6QN3czvJaw?domain=us02web.zoom.us
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHan_7IXGbyxq2xM2wWMlJkF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHaQxkCe7z6j8x0195Y8O8wn


4 
 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

June is a special month to us men because it is the time when we celebrate Father's Day.  Though not all men 
are fathers, we all have had a father. Some of us were fortunate enough to have good fathers who served as 
positive role models and helped us be successful in life. Others, however, were not so fortunate. As we have 
mentioned in the past, many men grew up in families where their fathers were either dysfunctional or absent. 
In such situations these men were forced to grow up without any positive role models. Without a strong male 
figure in the house, we have a hard time knowing what it really means to be a man and receive our identity 
confirmation, mainly from women. This doesn't just affect our self-identity, but also affects our relationship with 
others such as other adult males, women, work associates and even God. Many men have a hard to time 
relating in a positive way to God as a father because of the negative baggage in their own relationships with 
their fathers. They tend to project these negative experiences with their earthly fathers on to God and feel that 
God as the same attitude towards them like their earthly father. For these men, Father's Day can be difficult and 
conjure up mixed feelings. 
 
Those of us who are parents, also can struggle with Father's Day. If we grew up with an abusive or absentee 
father, we may struggle to know what it means to be a good father. We tend to mimic the same attitudes and 
behaviors we grew up with. If my father was super critical and over demanding with me, I will tend to have the 
same attitude with my children. If my father was physically abusive resorted to hitting and slapping, I may tend 
to feel this is the normal way to control and discipline my children. Fathers who were neglected also tend to 
neglect their own children. If I grew up in a home where my father was not a spiritual leader and didn't think it 
was important to attend church, I will tend to neglect those things with my children as well. If abusive language 
was used in my home, I will tend to think that such language makes me more "manly" and more dominating. It 
can be very hard to break these patterns of behavior and to learn what it really means to be a loving, caring, 
godly parent. 
 
So how can we break free from these negative stereotypes of fatherhood? Can we find healing from an abusive 
or absentee father? Can we unlearn the false stereotypes of what it means to be an effective parent to our 
children? The first step is to find positive examples of caring and loving fathers both in the Bible and in the 
church. If we look in the Bible, we find both positive and negative examples of Fathers. On the negative side we 
find fathers such as Isaac and Jacob who indulged in favoritism, singling out one child above the others for 
special treatment and special favors. David also was not an ideal father who failed to confront problems in his 
home even letting rape go unaddressed. We can look at these fathers and learn from their mistakes to treat all 
our children equally and to deal with issues that arise quickly and effectively. On the other hand, we also see 
examples of good fathers in the Bible. We can learn from Job, who prayed and interceded for his children daily. 
There is Abraham, who God said ruled his household well and taught them to respect and obey God and His law. 
And in the New Testament we find one of the most moving and impressive illustrations of a father's love for his 
son in the story of the Prodigal Son. Despite the disrespect and selfishness of this son, the father kept loving 
him, kept looking for him, and kept hoping and praying he would come back. And when he did come back, the 
father not only showed him forgiveness and acceptance, but also celebrated with feasting and music and 
dancing. I want God to make me into that kind of father.  
 
In the church we can also find godly men who treat their children and families well. We see men who bring their 
families to church and encourage their children to follow God. These men can help us know how to have Christ 
centered homes. They can help us know how to study the Bible and have family worship. Seek them out. Find an 
elder or deacon that can help you. Let them mentor you. Men's Ministries is the perfect place to become 
acquainted and befriend such men. Find or start a men's small group and invite older, experienced men to share 
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what they do to have a successful relationship with God and their families. Be open to let them guide you and 
help you achieve success as a man and father like God. 
 
If your father was less than ideal, God wants to be the Father you never had. If you can get past the negative 
connotation the word "father" may have for you and instead focus on how God is actually portrayed in the 
Bible, you may be able to discover what a true father is really like. The Bible tells us our heavenly Father is 
merciful and gracious, forgiving and abounding in goodness and truth. He never leaves us or abandons us. He 
always has the same attitude towards us and never changes. He is generous and delights in blessing us and 
helping us. He loved us so much that He sent us Jesus. You can come to Him just as you are, and He will never 
cast you out. He will stand beside you and defend you and shield you from the accusations of the accuser, Satan. 
For Him, you are the most precious thing in the universe--more precious that all the silver and gold that could 
ever be mined or accumulated--even more precious than His own life for He gave that life so you could be 
saved. This is what it means to be a true father. It means I will do anything and give anything so my children can 
succeed and be happy. I will do whatever it takes to help them make into heaven someday. I want the love and 
character of God to be my love and character. I want to treat my children and wife like He treats me. I want to 
find that missing security and peace in His arms and claim Him as my Eternal Father that will never fail me. 
 
Only God's grace and the power of the Holy Spirit can make me a father like God is a father. Only as I get to 

know Him as my friend and Savior can I truly be the man and father I should be. The truth is that we will often 

fail at being the fathers and husbands and men we should be. But thank God for the blood of Jesus that cleanses 

us from our sinfulness and the loving hands of Jesus which lift us up and put us back on track when we often fail. 

As we experience this unfailing love, we begin to learn what it means to be a true father and experience the 

perfect love of God the father in our lives.  

 

 


