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Greetings Florida Men, 

July was a busy month for me and my family. July 11-15 my wife and I went on a cruise to the 
Bahamas to celebrate our 35th wedding anniversary. Then about a week later my wife, my son 
and myself had a wonderful time at camp Kulaqua enjoying a special pastors' retreat. For these 
and other reasons, I was not able to get a newsletter out last month. 
 

God is blessing our men's ministries program and we continue to move forward with our plans 
and events.   First, coming up in approximately two weeks, on Monday, September 19, at 7:00 
p.m. we will have another ZOOM Men's Ministries directors meeting. It seems not many are 
choosing to join for these meetings; however, I believe the meetings can be of benefit to you 
and your churches. So, this time I am asking that you register by emailing me at 
dwschiff@msn.com. Please email me by Friday, September 16, if you will be coming on. We 
need at least 10 people to register. If we do not reach this number, we will cancel the meeting. 
As before, we will discuss planning a men's ministry's calendar year in the local church and will 
include planning monthly meetings, men's training events, special church events and projects, 
small groups, recreational and social activities, and conference wide events. We will look at 
special topics that can be included at the men's meetings and offer suggestions for guest 
speakers and presenters. We also have time for sharing and questions and answers. Also, if you 
have topics you would like to discuss, please let me know and we will include them in our 
future ZOOM meetings. You will find the link below. 
 

We had planned a special regional rally in South Florida at the Maranatha church last month, 
but our keynote speaker canceled on us and then the church was unable to host us as 
planned.  As a result, this event has been postponed until January. We will let you know the 
exact date when the time gets closer. The featured speakers will be Florida Men's Ministries 
Director, Dan Schiffbauer, Oakwood President Leslie Powell, and Maranatha Pastor Hubert 
Wilke.  There will be preaching, a catered lunch, panel discussion and a prayer breakfast Sunday 
morning hosted by the Women's Ministries Department of the Maranatha church. Watch for 
more details to come. 
 
We also want to remind you of Our Hispanic men's convention that will be held Friday-Sunday, 
October 28-30, at Camp Kulaqua. The theme this year is "Invicto," (undefeated). Roger 
Hernandez of the Southern Union Ministerial Department, Yeury Ferreira, Hispanic Ministries 
Director for the Greater New York Conference and Abdiel Del Toro, Vice President for Spanish 
Ministries for the Florida Conference, will be our speakers. We will have upbeat music, many 
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seminars and training events of interest, a youth track, communion, an anointing service, a 
baptism, and recreational events including a soccer tournament Saturday night with churches 
competing for a championship trophy to be awarded Sunday morning.  
 
Another event of special interest is a Shark Tank competition on Saturday night. To participate 
in this, propose a creative way that your men's ministry group can reach out and impact the 
community. Have your pastor submit the proposal to our director's email, dwshiff@msn.com. 
We will pick the top ten churches with the best proposals to compete Saturday night for three 
substantial monetary prizes to use in funding the projects. The winners will implement their 
proposals next year and report back on the results of their outreach efforts at our convention 
next year. 
 
As we did last year, we are offering special discounts and incentives to help make the 
convention more affordable. Once again, the first 200 men who register will receive a $50 
discount. There is also an early bird discount for those who register before September 15. This 
year we will be offering a youth and young adult scholarship to young men aged 14 -30. This 
scholarship will be a $50 credit for the registration fee to the first 30 churches to apply. It is one 
scholarship per church.   In addition, the first 20 pastors who bring at least one participant can 
come free. Registration for this event is now open. You can register online at campkulaqua.com 
or kulaqua.com or men.floridaconference.com. If you want to take advantage of the pastor and 
youth incentives, you must call Stacy Stride at 386-454-1351. Give her your name, the church 
you pastor and how many participants are coming from your church as well as the name of the 
youth that is coming for the youth scholarship.  Watch for brochures and more information to 
come. 
 
We also want to remind you that In November we will be having our third certification 
Caribbean cruise. This weeklong cruise will take place November 13-20 and will visit the 
Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and St. Marten. During the cruise we will feature daily certification 
classes based on the NAD Men's Ministries Training book. We also will have a special women's 
track for wives featuring well known speaker and author Kim Nowland. There will be Friday 
night vespers and Sabbath Worship. There will be plenty of recreational opportunities during 
the cruise on board the ship and at the ports of call. We will have first class accommodations on 
one of the largest Royal Caribbean cruise ships available. It will be a once in a lifetime 
experience. Bring the whole family and relax and learn with us. See attached brochure for 
further information. Don't delay in making your reservation. Space is limited and prices are 
subject to change. Through special arrangements, the deadline for registration has been 
extended. But act fast because the extension won't last long. Most churches should have 
received brochures with further detail as to pricing and itinerary. If you haven't seen them, 
contact you pastor or send me a text or an email at dwschiff@msn.com. 
 
We continue to make plans for our 30th anniversary Florida Conference Men's Ministries gala 
celebration March 10-12 next year. The theme for the convention will be "Marching 
Forward."  We already have some outstanding speakers lined up including Hope Channel 
Director Derrick Morris, Vice President for Multilingual Ministries and former Florida 
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Conference Men's Ministries Director, Minner Labrador, and Florida Conference President Allan 
Machado.  We have many special events and activities planned for this weekend including a 
special banquet, talent and comedy shows, hayrides and campfires, and a special men's health 
screening. You won't want to miss it! 
 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

How much influence do you think you have? Most of us probably don't think we have much. 
But as men we probably have more influence than we realize. In fact, researchers tell us that 
we all--especially men--live in what is called a "sphere of influence." Whether we recognize it or 
not, wherever we go, whatever we do, we carry our sphere of influence with us. Just being a 
man gives you influence. When a man walks into a room his very presence causes others to 
notice him--especially if most people in the room are women. When a man speaks, the very 
sound of his voice causes people to listen.  And he doesn't even have to speak for his presence 
to be felt. There is just something about the masculine persona that commands attention.  
 

Let's look at some areas where men's influence is especially notable: 
 

In the Home 

 

Men wield a great deal of influence with their wives and children. This influence can be positive 
or negative and is highly related to their involvement with their families. Wives especially need 
to feel loved and accepted by their husbands to feel secure. The way a man treats his spouse 
can greatly influence her feelings of self-esteem and overall happiness. If she knows her 
husband respects and accepts her unconditionally, the wife feels freedom to grow and thrive. 
She can achieve great levels of emotional and intellectual fulfillment knowing that her husband 
will support her in whatever she does. His encouragement and love can empower her like no 
other. If, however on the other hand, he is indifferent to her needs and pursuits, this can lead 
to a stifling of her creativity and overall self-fulfillment and greatly impede her happiness. A 
woman greatly craves acceptance and approval from her husbands and if this is lacking, she will 
never flourish and grow to her full capacity. 
 

Men also have a great deal of influence over their children. His presence or absence in the 
home in many ways can be a major determining factor in the success and achievements of his 
children. Studies have shown that especially with girls, the fathers' relationships with their 
daughters are a major influence in their success and happiness in life. Fathers who cultivate 
meaningful relationships with their daughters and take an interest in their achievements and 
goals, enable them to thrive academically and help them to be more socially and morally 
balanced. The father-daughter bond provides a hedge of protection against such risky behaviors 



as substance abuse and promiscuity. Girls who feel loved by their fathers are less likely to drop 
out of school and tend to achieve loftier academic and social successes. Those lacking this 
positive influence from their fathers are more likely pursue negative behaviors and look to 
negative male role models for acceptance and self-esteem 

 

Boys also need positive influence from their fathers. Many boys grow up without positive role 
models of what it means to be a man. In many homes, the father is not present and so the 
young boys have a hard time knowing what it truly means to be a man. They are forced to take 
their cues from women or from false presentations of masculinity in pop culture and the media. 
Even in homes where the father is present, there may be lack of positive interaction between 
the father and his sons. Many fathers becoming overly demanding and critical of their sons and 
try to pressure them to become the men they never were. It's also easy for men to become so 
caught up in their careers and other responsibilities that they neglect to spend quality time with 
their sons and to find out what challenges and struggles they face. On the other hand, men can 
be a very positive influence on their sons by taking time to teach them responsibility and 
showing what true success really means. Men need to live in such a way that their children can 
look to them and find a positive role model and example of what it means to be a successful, 
responsible Christian adult. 
 

In the Church 

 

Men can also have a great deal of influence in the church. By taking leadership roles, by 
mentoring youth and other men, men can present a positive example of what it means to be a 
follower of Christ. Men are still best suited to be the main leaders in the congregation. By 
participating in church activities such as Bible study, preaching, being a wise and stabilizing 
voice on boards and committees, and contributing to the overall planning and mission of the 
church, men can help set the pace and help determine the direction the church will take. They 
are well suited to call the church to action so it can fulfill its purpose in being a light to the 
community and a place of hope. Unfortunately, many times this potential positive influence of 
men in the church is lost because of lack or participation, apathy, and lack of commitment. 
Many times, women are forced to take the role that men would be better suited to fulfill 
because of their innate natural leadership qualities, and as a result the important masculine 
leadership influence is lost. It's time for us as men to step up to the plate and take the role God 
has equipped us for and manifest our influence for the benefit of our fellow brothers and 
sisters. 
 

In the workplace and the community 

 

It is not just in the home and in the church where men can have influence. God has called us to 
be influencers and witnesses for Him in the workplace and the world around us as well. If ever 
there was a time when the world needed men of influence, that time is now. God is looking for 
men of integrity and conviction. Men who will stand up for justice and will not be afraid to fight 
for what is right. Men who will not be swayed by the winds of politics, conspiracy theories or 
what is politically correct. But rather who will model Biblical principles and Christian standards. 



More than anything the world needs men who will model the love and compassion of Jesus--
who will take time to reach out to their neighbors and coworkers taking time to be a genuine 
friend and point them to Jesus, the only one who can truly fulfill their needs and bring them 
hope and security in an uncertain world. The world needs praying men-- men who are not 
afraid to offer a prayer or word of encouragement to someone in need. From personal 
experience I have found especially in the challenging time in which we are living, hundreds of 
people are searching for someone who will take time to listen and pray for them. Recently at a 
church community outreach event, I had the privilege of praying with over 100 individuals as 
they came to receive nutritional assistance. Many expressed the desire that they wished there 
were more people who take time to pray with them and some were in tears. 
 

Men of God, it's time come forward and fulfill the role and mission. It's time to take advantage 
of our spheres of influence in our homes, our churches, and our community. Jesus is coming 
soon. Will you ask God to show you how you can be a man of influence wherever you are? Will 
you catch vision and encourage the men you work with to join you in becoming a man of 
influence wherever you are? I leave you with a familiar quote for Ellen White: 
 

"The greatest want of the world is the want of men,--men who will not be bought or sold; men 
who in their inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; 
men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will stand for the 
right though the heavens fall."--Education, p. 57 

 

Let us be those men! 
 

Dan Schiffbauer, DMin, MDiv 

Zoom Link 
For Leadership Meeting, September 19 @ 7:00pm.  It will also work for the other 
leadership/fellowship meetings as well: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89598075844?pwd=WC9PcGxNRDkvTGFQajNjOXZBd1A1dz09 

November 7 & December 19 

 

October 28-30: Invicto (Hispanic Men’s Convention) 

November 13-20: Caribbean Cruise 

March 10-12: 30th anniversary of Florida Conference Men’s Ministries gala celebration  
(Marching Forward) 

 

2021 Spanish Men's Convention:  
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHan_7IXGbyxq2xM2wWMlJkF 
2022 English Men's Convention:  
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHaQxkCe7z6j8x0195Y8O8wn 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/mH21C5y4vLu6QN3czvJaw?domain=us02web.zoom.us
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHan_7IXGbyxq2xM2wWMlJkF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyKn9uRE3RHaQxkCe7z6j8x0195Y8O8wn

